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Jury evaluation

A glowing figure makes the rounds in an Argentinian
suburb: the fluorescent and blessing-bestowing Maria, 7 el
carried from house to house by the impudent convent MARIA CECILIA
student Teresa. Also inhabiting the city are a hysterical little BARB E TTA
dog, a poetry-writing car mechanic, the cleaning-obsessed

owner of a laundrette and two foolhardy policemen. This
novel is brimming with ideas; it is a volcano full of intricate
sentences that keep us turning page after page,
breathlessly. The cheerful scenario plays out against an
increasingly sinister backdrop: It is 1974, Juan Domingo

Perdn is dead and the military junta is preparing a coup
d'état.

Biography

Maria Cecilia Barbetta was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
in 1972. She studied German as a foreign language and, in
1996, received a DAAD stipend to come to Berlin, where she
has remained ever since. In 2008, she published her first ROMAN
novel, "Anderungsschneiderei Los Milagros" (“The Los
Milagros Tailor Shop"). In 2013, she received a fellowship for
a residency at the Villa Massimo in Rome. Maria Cecilia
Barbetta writes in German and lives in Berlin.

Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Julia Giordano Elisa Diallo

Phone: +49 (0)69 6062 202 Phone: +49 (0)69 6062 328
E-Mail: julia.giordano@fischerverlage.de E-Mail: rights@fischerverlage.de

www.fischerverlage.de
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Maxim Biller
Sechs Koffer

(Six Suitcases)
Kiepenheuer & Witsch

© Christian Werner

Jury evaluation

The manner in which Maxim Biller succeeds in unfolding this
complex family saga is a major feat of storytelling -
incredibly economical in limited space, elegant, laconic,
with subtle humour and great tenderness for his characters.
At the core of the story is the famous question of guilt — in
this case: Who betrayed grandfather and his smuggling
operations and thus has his violent death on his or her
conscience? From six different points-of-view the narrator
sheds light on the dark secret of a Russian-Jewish family.
The novel examines betrayal and hurt, eros and jealousy,
but also family loyalty and sibling love — and the
impossibility of one single truth.

Biography

Maxim Biller was born in Prague in 1960 and has been living
in Germany since 1970. He has published numerous novels
and short story collections. He is a columnist for the Sunday
edition of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and for Die
Zeit. His volume of short stories “Liebe heute"” (2007) was
published in the United States as “Love Today". His most
recent works include the novella "Im Kopf von Bruno
Schulz" (“Inside the Head of Bruno Schulz"”, 2013) and the
novel “Biographie" (“Biography”, 2016).
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Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Gudrun Fahndrich Iris Brandt

Phone: +49 (0)221 376 85 38 Phone: +49 (0)22 376 85 22
E-Mail: gfaehndrich@kiwi-verlag.de E-Mail: ibrandt@kiwi-verlag.de

www.Kiwi-verlag.de
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Nino Haratischwili
Die Katze und der General
(The Cat And The General)
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Sollsuchstelle*

Jury evaluation

Every sentence here attests to the joy of storytelling. From
the first page, the reader is right in the middle of this novel
of guilt and atonement, feverishly following the general's
plan for revenge. He wants to atone for a crime in which he
himself participated during the Chechen war. Narrative
threads full of questions run below the novel’s thriller-like
surface: What effect does the “toxic past” have on the
present? Are wars never over? Why does the Georgian family
living in Germany long for home, even though life there was
hell? The characters — all of them "stuck between times and
worlds" - are brimming with vitality, and everything is told
with powerful imagery and sensuousness.

Biography

Nino Haratischwili, born in Tbilisi in 1983, is an award-
winning playwright, theatre director and author of the
family saga “Das achte Leben (Fiir Brilka)" (“The Eighth Life
(For Brilka)") (2014), which has been translated into many
languages and has received, amongst other awards, the
Literaturpreis des Kulturkreises der deutschen Wirtschaft
(literary prize of the Association of Arts and Culture of the
German Economy), Anna Seghers Prize, Lessing Prize
scholarship and, most recently, the Bertolt Brecht Prize 2018.
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Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Anne Michaelis Nadya Hartmann

Phone: +49 (0)69 743 05 596 Phone: +49 (0)69 74 30 55 97
E-Mail: michaelis@fva.de E-Mail: hartmann@fva.de
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Inger-Maria Mahlke
Archipel (Archipelago)
Rowohlt

© Dagmar Morath

Jury evaluation

Inger-Maria Mahlke's novel "Archipelago” is a major journey
through time and to the ends of Europe. The cities of
Tenerife breathe eternal summer, but between all the scents
and sounds of the south you can feel the rush of air of an
entire century. While the people in a nursing home go their INGER-MARIA MAHLKE
final ways, the young set out full of new hope - it is the
cycle of private life, which Inger-Maria Mahlke brilliantly
interweaves with the political. And so one finds oneself
paging through a hundred years like through an album
filled with painfully beautiful and detailed pictures —
witnessing descendants of the Spanish conquistadors and
majestic cleaning ladies, rises and falls, love and corruption.

Biography

Inger-Maria Mahlke grew up in Liibeck and Tenerife and
studied law at the Free University of Berlin, where she
worked in the Department of Criminology. In 2009, she won
the Berlin "open mike" competition. The following year, her
debut novel “Silberfischchen" (“Silverfish") received the
Klaus Michael Kiihne Prize. Most recently, she published the
novel “Wie [hr wollt" (*As You Wish"), which was shortlisted
for the German Book Prize. Inger-Maria Mahlke lives in

Berlin.

Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Regina Steinicke Carolin Mungard

Phone: +49 (0)40 7272 227 Phone: +49 (0)40 72 72 257

E-Mail: regina.steinicke@rowohlt.de E-Mail: carolin.mungard@rowohlt.de

www.rowohlt.de
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Susanne Rockel

Der Vogelgott (The Bird God)
Jung und Jung

© Gerald von Foris

Jury evaluation

"The Bird God" is an unsettling book: a contemporary
gothic novel, a modern descendant of Dark Romanticism. A
feathered higher being, more myth than real presence,
unleashes fear and horror — above all in those who want to
get close to it. It downright drives to madness three curious
siblings from a family with an ornithological bent, living on
different continents. What's behind it all? Susanne Rockel
wouldn't dream of revealing secrets — which makes it even
harder to shake the novel's oppressive atmosphere.

Biography

Susanne Rockel, born in Darmstadt in 1953, studied
Romance Languages and Literature and German Language
and Literature in Berlin and Paris. She lives in Munich,
where she works as a writer and translator (of Paula Fox,
Antonia S. Byatt, Iréne Némirovsky and Joyce Carol Oates,
amongst others). She has won numerous distinctions,
including the Mara Cassens Prize 1998 and the Tukan Prize
1999.

Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Anna Jung AnnaJung

Phone: +49 (0)171 52 77 946 Phone: +49 (0)171 52 77 946

E-Mail: anna.jung@jungundjung.at E-Mail: anna.jung@jungundjung.at

www.jungundjung.at
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Stephan Thome

Gott der Barbaren (God of the Barbarians)
Suhrkamp Verlag

© Heike Steinweg
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China, circa 1860. The enormous empire has suffered a
major blow: A rapidly spreading uprising by religious G tt
fanatics threatens to overthrow social structures, while O
European powers simultaneously force access to trade der Barba re n
through military force. Stephan Thome does an impressive e

job of depicting an era in which everything seems to be
falling apart. The narrative rhythm of this broad work
remains unhurried, yet never feels tedious, thanks to the
elegant writing — and thanks also to the disconcerting
feeling of seeing our own world in a mirror that reaches
back more than 150 years into history.

7”& L

Biography

Stephan Thome was born in Biedenkopf (Hesse) in 1972. He
studied Philosophy and Sinology and lived and worked in
East Asia for ten years. His novels “Grenzgang" (“Border
Walk") (2009) und "Fliehkrafte" (“Centrifugal Forces") (2012)
were shortlisted for the German Book Prize. In 2014, he
received the Kunstpreis Berlin for literature. Stephan Thome
lives in Taipei.

Press contact and interview requests: Foreign Rights:

Gerrit ter Horst Nora Mercurio

Phone: +49 (0)30 740 74 14 298 Phone: +49 (0)30 740 741 231
E-Mail: terhorst@suhrkamp.de E-Mail: mercurio@suhrkamp.de

www.suhrkamp.de
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Press Release

German Book Prize 2018: The six finalists

The jury has selected six novels for the shortlist of the German Book Prize
2018:

e Maria Cecilia Barbetta: Nachtleuchten (S. Fischer, August 2018)
e Maxim Biller: Sechs Koffer (Kiepenheuer & Witsch, September 2018)
e Nino Haratischwili: Die Katze und der General
(Frankfurter Verlagsanstalt, August 2018)
e Inger-Maria Mahlke: Archipel (Rowohlt, August 2018)
e Susanne Rockel: Der Vogelgott (Jung und Jung, February 2018)
e Stephan Thome: Gott der Barbaren (Suhrkamp, September 2018)

Regarding this selection, Christine Létscher (independent critic), jury
spokesperson for the German Book Prize 2018, says: "'The past is never dead.
It's not even past’' — This famous line, which Faulkner wrote in 1951, hangs
like an unspoken motto over this year's German-language literature. The six
novels deemed by the jury to be the most important and well executed of
the year each follow completely different paths into the past or into mythical
layers of reality — fabulating, speculating, playful; with laconic elegance and
bittersweet precision, with epic slowness and suspenseful momentum. These
journeys through space and time do not offer us any answers, let alone any
simple truths. Which makes us, as readers, give in with all the greater
fascination to the multi-voiced narrative compositions and to the
sensuousness of another time, which always evokes ours.”

Since the submission process began, the seven members of the jury have
reviewed 199 titles published between October 2017 and 11 September 2018.

In addition to Christine Lotscher, the members of the jury for the German Book
Prize 2018 are: Christoph Bartmann (Goethe-Institut Warsaw), Luzia Braun
(ZDF), Tanja Graf (Literaturhaus Munich), Paul Jandl (independent critic), Uwe
Kalkowski (literary blog "Kaffeehaussitzer”) and Marianne Sax (Blicherstube
Marianne Sax bookstore, Frauenfeld).

The Borsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels Stiftung — the foundation of
the German Publishers and Booksellers Association — awards the German
Book Prize 2018 to the best German-language novel of the year. The winner
receives 25,000 euros, the five finalists 2,500 euros each. The award
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ceremony will be held on 8 October 2018 in the Frankfurt Romer to coincide
with the start of the Frankfurter Buchmesse.

The German Book Prize is awarded by the Borsenverein des Deutschen
Buchhandels Stiftung. It receives funding from the Deutsche Bank Stiftung
(Deutsche Bank Foundation), and additional partners include the Frankfurter
Buchmesse and the city of Frankfurt am Main. The television network
Deutsche Welle supports the German Book Prize in its media activities both
at home and abroad. Those interested can watch the award ceremony via
live stream at www.deutscher-buchpreis.de.

The radio stations Deutschlandfunk and Deutschlandfunk Kultur will also
broadcast the ceremony as part of the “Dokumente und Debatten"”
programme on digital radio and on deutschlandradio.de/debatten.

Starting on 26 September 2018, the website www.new-books-in-german.com
will feature English translations of excerpts from the shortlisted titles, along
with an English-language dossier about the shortlist. “The Book Prize
Bloggers" will present all the nominated titles on www.deutscher-buchpreis-
blog.de. After reading the 20 books on the longlist, the bloggers write reviews
and provide background information and contributions for critical debate. This
content will also be presented on the Facebook page of the German Book Prize
and under the hashtag #dbp18.

Downloads
Press photo and information about the nominated titles for download

Frankfurt am Main, 11 September 2018

Contacts for the media:

Borsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels e.V.
Thomas Koch, Director of Press and Public Relations
Tel. +49 (0) 69 1306-293, e-mail: t.koch@boev.de
Cathrin Mund, PR Manager

Tel. +49 (0) 69 1306-292, e-mail: mund@boev.de
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